
Appendix 1 - Extracts of Local Plan 2nd Second Review Policies and Supporting Text

Policy H9 Areas of Special Housing Character

The following residential areas have a special character and which it is important to protect.

Grayshott
i. Kingswood Firs, Grayshott (Inset Map 21)

Headley
ii. Headley Fields (Inset Map 19) 

Horndean
iii. Portsmouth Road, Horndean (Inset Map 36)
Liphook
iv. Chiltley Way Estate, Hollycombe Close, South Road and Chiltley Lane, Liphook 
(Inset Map 23)

Liss
v. Hill Brow (2 areas), Liss (Inset Map 29 and 31)

Petersfield
vi. Bell Hill, Petersfield (Inset Map 32)
vii. Heath Road, Petersfield (Inset Map 32)
viii. Love Lane, Petersfield (Inset Map 32)
ix. Ramshill, Petersfield (Inset Map 32)
x. Shear Hill, Petersfield (Inset Map 32)
xi. Sussex Road, Petersfield (Inset Map 32)
xii. Tilmore Road, Petersfield (Inset Map 32)

Rowlands Castle
xiii. Links Lane, Rowlands Castle (Inset Map 38)

Steep
xiv. The Island, Steep (Inset Map 32)

In order to maintain the important contribution which they make to the variety of 
District wide environments, the character of the local environment and the wide range 
of accommodation available in the District, development will only be permitted that 
maintains the overall character of the area and does not have a detrimental impact 
on it.

Within these special housing areas the following will apply:
a) extensions to dwellings and ancillary detached buildings within the gardens will 

be permitted providing they are inkeeping with the scale and character of the 
property and its surroundings;

b) all development must retain or enhance the landscape setting of the site within its 
surroundings;

c) change of use from residential to other uses will not be permitted; and
d) infilling development will not be permitted.
e) replacement dwellings will only be permitted if they are on a 'one-for-one' basis;



Supporting text

Within the District there are certain residential streets and areas which have been 
developed at a low density and provide substantial homes set in large plots, often 
with mature trees around them. The District Council considers that the areas listed in 
Policy H9 have a special character which should be protected from further 
intensification of development or change of use in order to retain the important 
contribution which they make both to the variety of the housing stock and the street 
scene.

Policy H10 Special Housing Areas

Within the Special Housing Areas of Headley Down, (Inset Map 19), Beech (Inset 
Map 2), Holyboume (Inset Map 1) planning permission will be granted for residential 
development provided that:
a) there is no harm to the character and appearance of the area;
b) as many trees and landscape features as possible are retained as identified in a 

detailed survey of the proposed site;
c) the size of a new dwelling is in-keeping with its plot size;
d) within the Headley Down Special Housing Area plot sizes are more than 0.07 

hectares (approximately 1/6 acre) excluding land in the highway; and
e) within the Beech and Holybourne Special Housing Areas plot sizes are more than 

0.2 hectares (0.5 acres) excluding land in the highway.

Supporting text
A special housing policy has operated successfully in Headley Down for a number of 
years, maintaining the character of the area. Although much of the area has been 
developed in accordance with the criteria set out in Policy HlO, certain areas still 
remain to be developed. The District Council considers it essential that these plots 
are developed to the same standard as the rest of the Special Housing Area.

Following a review of all the settlements in the District, three other areas have been 
identified where an H1O policy designation would enable a more efficient use of land, 
as required by PPG3: 'Housing', whilst retaining the special character which makes a 
significant contribution to the environment of the settlements. The areas are at Beech 
and Holybourne. They retain their character of relatively low density housing set in 
well wooded plots. It will be important to retain as many trees and landscape features 
as possible, to maintain the existing low density character and a range of housing in 
the District. Within Headley Down a minimum plot size of 0.07 hectares (excluding 
land in the highway) will be maintained. Within the new areas a minimum plot size of 
0.2 hectares will be maintained.

In Beech and Holybourne, an assessment of the plot sizes and the impact of 
development on the character of the area means that the potential for development is 
limited; the existing plots range from more than a hectare to less than a quarter of a 
hectare. Within Beech and Holybourne plot sizes will need to be maintained at a 
minimum of 0.2 hectares, to ensure that the character of the areas is not harmed. 
This means that the maximum density within these areas will be 14 dwellings per 
hectare in Headley Down, five dwellings per hectare in Beech and Holybourne, which 
is very low. However, there may be cases where even this density is too high to 
ensure that the character of the area is retained. Care must be taken to ensure that 
the new dwellings are in keeping with their plot size and are not over dominant;
a variety of house designs should be used.


